advance, and its decline towards the end of 1851. In the meantime, epidemic cholera had again broken out in India j so that, while the disease was on the wane in Europe, it was recruiting its energy in this country, and was destined soon to burst forth again beyond its natural limits, and overspread the greater part of the civilized world with unprecedented fury.
India was, on the whole, comparatively free from cholera in 1847, the epidemic of the previous years having died out, and but few cases being heard of beyond its endemic area. In Bengal proper (that is from Arrah eastward), among an average number of 22,247 prisoners confined in the various jails, there were 747 cases of cholera during the year.
In 1848, out of an average force of 775 Europeans stationed in Calcutta, there were 20 cases and 13 deaths from cholera.
FromDinapore the Superintending Surgeon reported:?" Cholera first manifested itself in her Majesty's 80th Regiment in the beginning of May ; it was then raging in the native bazar and villages around the station, and had attacked and proved fatal in many instances. Among the native troops, the visitation was, however, of mild character, and the mortality less than usual.
The disease has always been prevalent at Dinapore, and may be termed rather endemic than epidemic."
We hear but little of cholera at Benares, or Unfortunately, the proceedings of the Bengal Medical Board have never been compiled for the period now under review; but we may nevertheless trace the history of cholera in this presidency from the published report and returns of the Government dispensaries. From these documents, dated 1st October, 1849, I find that, from Midnapore, Sub-Assistant-Surgeon Issur Chunder Gangooly reports " pestilential cholera prevailed to such a fearful extent in and about the station, that its effects in thinning the population were scarcely less powerful than in 1832." The total amount of rain in June was about 8| inches, that of the same month last year (1848) was 14| inches; the total number of rainy days in June of both years was, however, equal. The rains set in on the 19th May, since which date to the end of the month there was scarcely a fine day, the partial and unrefreshing showers being productive of more harm than good.
From the 5th to the 9th of June the rain was heavy, and from the latter date to the 15th of the month cholera was at its height. J From Baboo Gobin Chunder Dutt's report of the Pooree dispensary, we learn " cholera broke out during the Ruth Jattra festival, in July. The [Febrtjaey 1, 1SC9-action caused by the Broad-street pump water is a fact, it did not arise from its containing the dejecta of those who had died of cholera, hut because it had participated in the atmospheric infection of the district."
The committee had by no means neglected to investigate the state of the water consumed by the inhabitants of London during the epidemic of 1854. Dr. Thomson had furnished them with an admirable report and analysis of these waters, and Dr. Ilassal had given them an equally valuable paper upon its microscopical appearances. He had found, in most of the drinking water, organic matter and living particles, but only of " species which are known, and which have been long since described in systematic works; and since the greater number of these are present in these waters at nearly all seasons, and since they are, therefore, constantly consumed, it is clear they are in no way concerned in the production of cholera,"* Nevertheless, it was shown that in two largo sections of tho population of London, "breathing the same atmosphere, comprehending the same classes, and averaging the same habits of life," in tho one class the death-rate from cholera was 130, and in the other only 37 per 10,000. The former, however, were supplied with water " impregnated with the sewage of the metropolis" and the latter with pure water. From a comparison of the mortality in the epidemic of 1849 compared with that of 1854, it appears that the population to which the Lambeth water was distributed in the latter epidemic suffered a mortality less than one-third of that sustained by the drinkers of the water purveyed by the Southwark and Vauxliall Company, and that the tenantry using the purer water supplied by the 
